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Capitol renovation could cost $125 million

By Trevor Brown estimate the needed work itselectrical, wiring, heat-

tbrown@wyomingnews.com will cost $125 million. ing, cooling, fire suppression
George Skarmeas of and smoke filtration sys-
CHEYENNE-The pro- Preservation Design tems. The project would also

posed renovation of the State
Capitol could be one of Wyo-

ming’s most expensive pub-

licly funded construction

Partnership said thatisthe
amountrequired tomake
crucial upgradestothe
building’s outdated-and

repair damages tothe dome
and exterior walls, bring the
building up to various codes
and make other changesto

projectsin decades. potentially dangerous—in- restore or maintainits his-
Consultantstoldlawmak-  frastructure. torical significances.
erson Monday thatthey Thisincludesoverhauling The disclosure of the po-
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tential price during
Monday’sjoint meeting
between the Legislature’s
Joint Appropriations
Committee and
Management Council was
the first time the consultants
have publicly discussed the
pricetagsince they began
studying the renovation
earlierthisyear.

State officials during the
pastcouple years have
thrown outloose estimates
that the project would cost
anywhere from $55 million
to $80 million.

Skarmeas said he doesn’t
know how the state came up
withthose numbers.

Buthe said the $125 mil-
lionamountisbased ontheir
detailed review of the build-
ing and their comparison of
similar renovation projects
inother state capitols.

“Inourview,we have not
proposed anything thatis
frivolous or unnecessary in
this project,” he said.
“Therefore our estimate for
$125 millionroughly, we
believe,isveryreliable and
reflects all the needs we’ve
heard from (state officials)
and what the building told
us during our discovery
period.”

But the price for the proj-
ectcould end up significant-
ly higherthan the $125 mil-
lion projection.

Thatisbecause the esti-
mate doesn’t factorin pro-
posalsto couple the renova-
tion with an expansion of the
adjacent Herschler
Building or an underground
connector that would add
office space between the two
buildings.

State officials votedin
Septembertospend
$300,000 for the consultants
tolook atthe cost and feasi-
bility of those options.

Consultants are expected to
present lawmakers with more
information about the cost
estimates when they submit a
final report that is expected in
December. Lawmakers will
then decide whether to include
the funding for the project in
the 2015-16 budget that will
be voted on during the 2014
session.

Tom Whetstone, a consul-
tant with HDR Architecture,
said they will present law-
makers later this week with
their findings and several
“packages” to consider. But
itis possible that some of
these scenarios could push
the cost up tens of millions of
dollars more.

Whetstone said although
the cost will be higher, it
would be an once-in-a-gen-
eration chancetosolvethe
Capitol’s shortfall of needed
office space and committee
rooms.

“I’mnottrying to promote
ascopecreep tokeep ex-
panding the Capitol,” he
said. “Butaprojectlike this
doesbring some opportuni-
tiesalong withit.”

The $125 million also does
notinclude the cost totempo-
rarily relocate lawmakers
and the other Capitol law-
makers during the 27 to 30
monthsthat the renovationis
expectedtotake.

The consultants said they
are still looking for office
space for these workers.

They will additionally
needtofind anadequate
location toaccommodate the
Legislature and all its func-
tions during thetwolegisla-
tive sessions that would be
held outside the Capitol.

Toronto councl
mayor of most

By David Crary and Rob Gillies
Associated Press

TORONTO-Amid cries of
“Shame! Shame!” scandal-
plagued Toronto Mayor Rob
Ford was stripped of the last
of his meaningful powers
Monday after aheated City
Council debatein which he
argued withmembers of the
public,charged hecklers and
knocked acouncilwoman
down.

Fordcalledthe movea
“coup d’etat” and vowed an
“outright war” innextyear’s
mayoral election.

“What’shappening here
todayisnotademocratic
process,it’sadictatorship
process,” the 44-year-old
mayor declared.

The councillacksthe
powertoremove Ford from
office unless heisconvicted
ofacrime. Instead, mem-
berssought the strongestre-
course available afterrecent
revelations that Ford
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“Coffee, over time, brings people together,” says Joy Meyer. Joy and
her husband, Jay, opened Higher Grounds Cafe to create a gathering
place for the city. They noticed that many coffee shops in town have a
rushed atmosphere, with little seating, where you get your coffee and
go. In contrast, Higher Grounds is a large space where customers can
feel free to sit and have a conversation for hours at a time.

The Meyers are also dedicated to building a product that people can
trust to be high quality. This ranges from the coffee beans that Jay has
been roasting himself for over eight years, to Joy’s freshly baked
scones with natural and organic ingredients.

The downtown location was selected when Cheyenne Vineyard
Church, of which Jay is a lead pastor, was drawing up plans for the

10,000 square feet in the building. There was plenty of space, so the
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what they were looking for.
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Meyers invested in the equipment and opened the shop. Many
fellow business owners have stopped in to greet them and thank
them for their presence. That sense of community is exactly

Visit us at DowntownCheyenne.com for
complete business listings.
Join the conversation at
Facebook.com/DowntownCheyenne.

smoked crack cocaine and
was drunk at public events.

FordlatersaidinaTVin-
terview Monday night onthe
Canadian Broadcasting
Corp.thathe was “finished”
with alcohol, acknowledging
thathis drinking had result-
edin “excessive, stupid,im-
mature behavior.”

Earlier Monday, the coun-
cilvoted overwhelminglyin
favor of slashing Ford’s of-
ficebudget by 60 percent
and allowing his staffto
move tothe deputy mayor,
whonow takes on many of
the mayor’s former powers.
Ford now effectively hasno
legislative power and nolon-
ger chairsthe executive
committee, although here-
tainshistitle and ability to
represent Toronto at official
functions.

The debate became rau-
cous after Ford paced
around the council chamber
andtraded barbs withmem-
bersofthe public. The
speaker asked security to
clearthe gallery and arecess
was called, butnotbefore
Fordbarreled toward his de-
tractors, mowing into Coun-
cilor Pam McConnell.

Another councilor asked
Fordtoapologize. Ford said
he wasrushingtothe de-
fense of his brother, Council-
or Doug Ford, and acciden-
tally knocked McConnell
down.

“Ipicked herup,” he said.
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Severallawmakers ex-
pressed some apprehension
and even surprise atthe
consultants’ cost estimate
aftertheir presentation.

Sen. Eli Bebout,
R-Riverton, who co-chairs
the Joint Appropriations
Committee, said the costisa
“concern” eventhoughitis
justanestimate.

Healsoaskedifthe costs
could be brought downif
they only focused onthe
practical-ratherthanthe
aesthetic-issues.

Skarmeasresponded
thatalmosttheirentire
$125 million estimate is
“fixed costs” thatneed tobe
completed.

Hesaid the aesthetic com-
ponents might make up 3or4
percentofthe total construc-
tionbudget.

Senate President Tony
Ross,R-Cheyenne, said
lawmakers will further dis-
cussthe costsand all their
options next month when the
consultants are expected to
present their final design
reports.

The Legislature could
approve the construction
costsasearly asthe upcom-
ing 2014 session.

Underthis scenario, the
bulk of the construction
would begin afterthe 2015
legislative session.

Lawmakers and the rest of
the State Capitol workers
would need tobe relocated to
temporary locations for 27 to
30months that would over-
laptwolegislative sessions.

The timeline calls for ren-
ovationtobe completed near
theend of2017.

About $5.Smillionhas
alreadybeen spentonthe
design studies for the reno-
vation and the related
Herschler Building expan-
sionplans.

| strips
powers

“Iranaroundbecausel
thought my brother was get-
tingintoanaltercation.”

Visibly shaken after Ford
ranherover, McConnell, a
petite womanin her 60s, said
shenever expected the
chaosthatbroke out.

“Thisisthe seat of democ-
racy.Itisnotafootball field.
Ijustwasn’tready. Fortu-
nately, the mayor’s staff was
infront. They stopped me
fromhitting my head against
the wall. Ijustneed tosit
down,” McConnell said.

The motion to strip Ford of
hispowers wasrevised from
atougher versiontoward off
potentiallegal challenges by
letting Ford keep histitle and
represent the city at official
functions. The city’slawyer
said Ford was notreduced to
being “mayorinname only.”

Councilmemberssaid it
wasnecessary torestrictthe
mayor’s powers given hiser-
raticbehavior.

Toronto, acityof 2.7 mil-
lion people,hasbeen abuzz
with the Ford melodrama
since May, when news out-
letsreported thathe had
been caughton video smok-
ing crack.

Fordwaselectedthree
yearsagowithoverwhelming
supportfrom Toronto’s con-
servative-leaning outer sub-
urbs, where many voters felt
angry about whatthey con-
sidered wasteful spending
andelitist politics at City Hall.

Rentals ® Waxing ¢ Repairs ® Snow Shoes

Season Ski Rentals
Available Now
Get them while they last!

Snowboards (Youth & Adult)
Cross Country, Skate & Downhill Skis

Rock On Wheels

Cycles, Skis & More

900 E. Lincolnway-Cheyenne ~ 307-637-0020



